November 21, 2008

Services for November 23

8:15 a.m. Divine Service, Setting Three 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) page 184

11:00 a.m. Service of Prayer & Preaching 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB) page 260

Holy Communion is not celebrated at the Service of Prayer and Preaching.

Voters’ Assembly Meeting - Budget Approval after 2nd service

Friday Reading

The glorious future affects our present; our heavenly destiny steers our earthly destiny into new channels of sacrifice and devotion for each other. Darkness tends to be a cover for wickedness; and so Paul characterizes us as children of light. Our lives do not need to be hidden – what do we have to hide? – but rather revealed to the world because we have something to offer, hope in Christ. We already belong to that new creation because we are new creations in Jesus Christ, though our glory has not been revealed yet.

Our lives are not filled with panic-prompted decisions or quiet desperation, but concrete expectation. These promises given in Christ Jesus give us nothing to fear. We can address tomorrow with confidence and hope instead of fear and uncertainty. It is a matter of living as one prepared at all times; we will not be caught because we are expecting the end and the travails that come before.

This is the whole intent of the parable that Jesus used in Matthew 25. The ten virgins are the attendants that prepare the bride for meeting the groom when He arrives. That five were carrying oil shows that they were prepared already for a possible long wait. But that five virgins were not willing to make preparation and suffered its consequences – not entering into the banquet hall – reminds us that some even “in the Church” fail to prepare; they are lacking faith that prompts a readiness. And sadly they will suffer the consequences – not entering into the Lord’s heavenly banquet hall.

The parable very clearly reveals a tension between the present experience and the promise, the pull between prepare now but it could be along wait. Isaiah knew about it; Paul and the Thessalonians felt it; and we feel it. In the epistle it is the tension in these words: the day of the Lord. Isaiah might have said: the hope of the new creation but the burden of this old creation. Paul does not write to lessen the tension but to encourage us to live in this tension, to live with hope and to encourage each other. Living in this tension is not altogether comfortable or easy.  Now is the hardest time to live.

Yet, in the midst of the world’s uncertainties about tomorrow, God has certified His will for us. While every catastrophe is a harbinger of judgment, a reminder of the wrath to come, God did not appoint us for condemnation on the Last Day. The tension that we feel should not rob us of hope and joy. Nor should we be distracted by the world; in fact, it is a great time to offer a witness to the only certain future.

For in Christ Jesus God has determined our destiny and secured our every tomorrow. Through the suffering, life, and death and resurrection of His Son, God has won and sealed our eternal life with Him. They were the means that God ordained to deliver us from this present evil age.

So whether we are awake, that is alive in this world, or have fallen asleep – an often used expression for the death of a Christian and sleep because it is not permanent but temporary – we may live together with Him. Death is only decisive when we speak from this world’s perspective. But from the Easter side of life, it is Christ’s life that is decisive. We are destined for fellowship into eternity and in His presence in Heaven, and we eat and drink at this table, remembering our Lord’s death and receiving the forgiveness of sins, until He comes. And the final consummation of the fellowship we enjoy now in Word and Sacrament will occur on the Last Day.

Because of the certainty that Jesus’ death and resurrection give to us, we can encourage each other, all the more as the Day of our Lord draws closer. How do we build each other up? Since this word is used often of building houses, let’s look at our lives as houses. How do you build up, strengthen a house? You must use the strongest materials. Use the Word when we speak to each other. If a wall in someone’s life is teetering or sagging because of some unchristian practice, come into the life and support it. Be a strong beam with the Word of God for the person. Help them build strong walls – avoid temptations.  Make the walls straight – build on God’s Word and not man’s expectations.

What are you destined for? Not uncertainty whatever CNN or MSNBC or FOX broadcast, but certainty of salvation because Christ has died for you and was raised to life. You will not be taken by surprise as unbelievers but will be alert, waiting for the new creation and expecting the shout: The Bridegroom is here! Therefore encourage each other and build each other up in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayers

Collect for the Last Sunday of the Church Year

O Lord, absolve Your people from their offenses that, from the bonds of our sins which by reason of our frailty we have brought upon ourselves, we may be delivered by Your bountiful goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Every Need

Dear Father, give to us our daily bread, fair weather, health, and just governance. Protect us from war, civil unrest, disease, and drought. If You would test us for the day by withholding the blessings of Your creation, then Your will be done. When our time of well-being in this present life draws to its close, and when the hour has come to depart this vale of tears, deliver us from every evil of body and spirit. And in every hour, give us strength and patience. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For Confusion of God’s Enemies

My Lord and my God, You have led us in the way, the truth, and the life, even Your blessed Son, Jesus Christ. Do not give heart and courage to the enemies of the Church, lest they proclaim in arrogance “Now where is this God you profess?” But glorify Your name before Your enemies; confuse those who oppose Your wholesome Word and fortify Your people to stand with boldness. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

Last Sunday of the Church Year

· Hymn of Invocation, LSB 515, “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

· Hymn of the Day, LSB 516, “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”

· Distribution Hymn, LSB 680, “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

Also for the Service of Prayer and Preaching

· Canticle, LSB 936, “Sing Praise to the God of Israel”

· Final Hymn, LSB 924, “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing“

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 65:17-25

17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind.

18But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.

20No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.

21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of My people be, and My chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord, and their descendants with them.

24Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear.

25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain,” says the Lord. 

· Why would the Lord reveal the new creation as a zoological paradise?

Epistle, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.

6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.

8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

· What kind of life declares that we belong to the day and displays that we are destined for salvation?

Gospel, Matthew 25:1-13

 [Our Lord said] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.

5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.

8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’

9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’

10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.

11Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’

12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’

13Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
· How do we know that the foolish virgins were unprepared for His coming?

· How then do we maintain the supply of oil?

Announcements

Voters’ Assembly Meeting - Budget Approval after 2nd service

Sunday, 11/23

· 7:30 p.m., LFS Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Wednesday, 11/26

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Study: Persecution in the Early Church

· 7-8:30 p.m., L.I.F.E. class: Biblical Interpretation

Thursday, 11/27

· 9:30 a.m., Matins for Thanksgiving Day

· early p.m., Congregational Potluck Luncheon

Sunday, 11/30, 1st Sunday of Advent

· 8:15 and 11:00 a.m., Divine Services (I Kings 1:32-40; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 21:1-9)

Tuesday, 12/2

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Christian Education Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir (no choir on Thursday 12/4)

Wednesday, 12/3

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Study: The Council of Constantinople

· 12:00 p.m., Advent Midweek Service

· 1:00 p.m., Women’s Guild Christmas Luncheon. All are welcome.

· 6:00 p.m., Soup Supper

· 7:00 p.m., Advent Midweek Service

God’s Stewards

The place to which our offerings are brought is a visible expression that everything belongs to God our Father. In the Old Testament names were bestowed on altars, names that confessed that man owned nothing but that what he had received was a gift of God. Thus our altar is named “Christ Our Passover Is Sacrificed For Us” (I Cor. 5:7), for in Christ do we possess every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms. To go to the altar with the sacrifice of praise and possession recognizes that He alone is our gladness and joy (Ps. 43:3f.).

Missions

Continued from last week. Good news from David and Joyce Erber in Nigeria. "The second course was Spiritual Leadership Formation. This course focused on the formation of our MACO students as spiritual/outreach leaders and equipping them for the task of developing others for leadership. The course was taught by Rev. Dr. Paul Mueller, LCMS regional director for Africa. My role was to work with our MACO students in their nine-month practicum course. Several students are starting congregations in new communities. One of these new congregations had their first formal worship service on Sept. 28. A couple of the students are starting 'outreach stations' in the communities surrounding their congregation. One MACO student started seven outreach centers. He indicates that there are 10 to 12 people in each center who are daily hearing God's Word and who had not been connected to the church before. Another student has started nine outreach centers. His district chairman reports that this pastor is like a new man because of his MACO studies. 'He thinks and speaks and acts differently.' This district chairman also expressed his opinion that all Nigerian pastors, beginning with our district superintendent, should have the opportunity to be MACO students! People are hearing the Good News and are coming to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our MACO program in Nigeria presently has 15 men involved in hands-on evangelism like those mentioned here.

Fundraiser Bake and Craft Sale

Sunday, November 23, Trinity will hold a Bake Sale to benefit Lutheran World Relief/Human Care for relief for the Hurricane victims in Texas and Haiti. Food and craft items will be on sale at the Coffee Hour and following the 11:00 Worship Service. Donations of baked goods and craft items are being solicited. Volunteers are needed to set up and to sell! Donations of paper bags, small boxes and zip lock bags will be useful. Freewill donations and funds raised from the sale will be matched up to .50¢ on the dollar by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Christmas Pageant

This year’s Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service, which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th and December 20th at 9:30 a.m. & during Sunday School on the 21st.

Equipping to Share

We acknowledge that at last Sunday’s witnessing workshop a great deal of ground was covered, and we did not always have time for adequate discussion of every aspect. Janet Malzahn, the member of Trinity who led the session of witnessing last Sunday, is willing to take questions and talk with you about the presentation. You may email her at   jmalzahn1@netzero.net

We also intend to re-present a modified and probably slightly expanded version of the session after Easter.

The Prayer List. 

At the beginning of Advent, we will re-create the prayer list. If you want a family member or friend to remain on the prayer list, please contact the church office at 650-853-1295.

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 65:17-25

· Why would the Lord reveal the new creation as a zoological paradise? How else to express the hope for the people of Isaiah’s day than to portray it in the common images. Yet it also describes the new creation as the place where everything fulfills its proper vocation, as in Genesis 1-2. Thus rather than what man could achieve by military or economic alliances or “social” progress, the work of restoration is from the Lord alone.

Epistle, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

· What kind of life declares that we belong to the day and displays that we are destined for salvation? A life that shows forth love, patience, goodness, kindness, generosity, patience, self-control, bearing the burdens of others, chastity, purity, and those other gifts against which there is no law; it is the life that reflects God’s own character—we are remade in His image and that is the image carried to the rest of the world by our work and words.

Gospel, Matthew 25:1-13

· How do we know that the foolish virgins were unprepared for His coming? They had not considered the delay to be long—for they had brought no extra oil. The “timetable” of life was of their own conception.

· How then do we maintain the supply of oil? We regularly reflect on the Lord’s coming—as we do in the confession of the creeds—and then acknowledging His advent, hold fast to those promises, asking the Spirit to work within us a life reflective of the salvation that is ours already in Christ.


